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Empowering Abilities. Nurturing Spirits. Caring for Life.

THANK YOU FOR LIFTING OUR GALA TO NEW HEIGHTS
Each year, our generous donors and sponsors help us reach new milestones, and this 
year’s Power of Love Gala soared higher than ever. More than 300 guests joined us for 
a beautiful evening, supported by a record number of sponsors—including seven first-
time sponsors—and together we raised more than $215,000 in gross revenue. We are 
deeply grateful for every dollar contributed to support our mission. 
 
A heartfelt thank-you goes to our two $15,000 Presenting Sponsors, Digital Mass 
and Geritom Medical, whose leadership made a tremendous impact. We also extend 
special appreciation to Stagetime Productions for their exceptional event support, 
Miss Shannan Paul for her lively emceeing, Beacon One for the fabulous music, and 
D’Amico Hospitality for the outstanding food and service. 
 
If you were unable to attend, we invite you to watch Executive Director Deena Peterson’s 
inspiring video, When Love Leads, Everything Else Falls Into Place, available in the 
Video Library under the Color Us Amazing tab on our website. 
 
You’ll also find a heartwarming feature about Tommy Boy from our 17th Ave./
Woodbridge home. Tommy and his family shared their story with remarkable honesty 
and love, and we thank our partners at Thirty Story for bringing their message to life 
so beautifully. 
 
All videos can be viewed in the Video Library on our website. At your convenience, visit 
wingspanlife.org/color-us-amazing/video-library/ 
 
Please save the date for Tuesday, May 12, 2027, when we’ll gather once again at the 
Metropolitan Ballroom for our next Power of Love Gala. We have many events planned 
before then, and we look forward to seeing you soon.



SUPER-SIZED FUN AND EXCITEMENT AT OUR INAUGURAL 
SUMMER CARNIVAL

Bring your friends, family, and summer spirit—this is one 
celebration you won’t want to miss. Join us at our Plato 
campus in St. Paul on Saturday, July 18, from 10 AM 
to 2 PM for our Love Leads Carnival, Parade & Art Fair—
an event packed with music, art, activities, and fun for all 
ages.

We’ll kick off the day with live music from start to finish:
•	 10:00 AM – Pan-Handlers steel drum band.
•	 11:30 -11:45 AM – Parade
•	 11:45 AM - 1:30 PM – Dance music from M.T. 

Pockets and Loose Change
•	 1:30 - 2:00 PM – Japanese Taiko drummers closing 

out the celebration
•	 10 AM - 2 PM – Games, Crafts, Food Trucks, Art Vendors

Plan ahead for traffic and arrive early to enjoy free 
parking in the lots at the end of Starkey Street, adjacent 
to our building. Our parade begins at 11:30 AM, 
marching up Starkey Street and into our parking lot. The 
road will be closed from 11:30 to approximately 11:50 AM, so be sure to arrive in time to grab 
your spot along the route—bring a lawn chair or stand and cheer! Our parade is dedicated in 
memory of a beloved staff member, Maureen Merrill, who offered love, laughter and compassion 
to Wingspan for 50 years.

The parade will feature band members from Eagan High School performing alongside M.T. 
Pockets and Loose Change, as well as several Wingspan persons-served showcasing their 
artwork, including kinetic robots and butterflies on sticks. You’ll also see a stilt walker, two 
puppeteers from Heart of the Beast Theater carrying beautiful giant moths, and three whimsical 
art cars that will remain on-site for photo ops. And don’t miss the therapy llamas from Llama 
Mama MN, available for photos from 12:30 to 2 PM.

Admission is free, and food will be available for purchase from MN Nice Cream and Red’s Savoy 
Pizza food trucks. All games are free—dunk tank, plinko, duck pond, lollipop pull, giant Jenga, 
a “snack walk,” and more! Free crafts include river rock painting and slap-bracelet decorating, 
and face painters will be on hand. Artwork created by persons-served and local artists will be 
available for purchase. Raffle tickets are just $10 each for a chance at great prizes.

CARNIVAL SPONSORS AND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
A heartfelt thank-you to UMB Bank, St. Paul Lions Club, and Mooney Smart Peterson Edina 
Realty for being the first to support this spectacular event. Additional funds are needed to 
cover entertainer fees and equipment rentals, and donations of any size are deeply appreciated. 
Contact Darolyn at 612-554-1314 or click the DONATE button to make a gift. Your support 
helps bring joy, creativity, and community connection to the people we serve.

If you can help run a game or craft for an hour-long shift, please call Keller Karlstrom at 701-
205-6233 or email kkarlstrom@wingspanlife.org. Reply to this message to receive a flyer with 
the full schedule, details, and parking map.



WILL WE SEE YOU AT MADE IN THE SHADE IN SEPTEMBER?
We don’t want summer to pass too quickly, but we are already thinking about the food, fun, and 
fellowship we enjoy each fall when we head to Lake Bde Maka Ska for our annual “Walk, Roll, 
Run.” This year’s event takes place on Saturday morning, September 19th from 9:30 am until 
noon. We’re excited to have the Showstoppers band back to entertain us during lunch. It’s not too 
soon to start practicing your dance moves!

This event is our second biggest fundraiser of the year and you can partner in our success as 
a sponsor or by giving a gift within your means. Funds raised support needs and wishes in our 
36 group homes, support our In-Home and enrichment programs, and assist with leadership 
training. We are also seeking funds for renovations to our glass atrium in the kitchen at our 
Plato campus. Letters are being mailed to family and friends in the coming weeks, and gifts may 
be allocated to a specific house or to the general fund. To request sponsorship information or to 
make a gift by phone, call Darolyn at 612-554-1314. You can mail a gift in the enclosed envelope 
or click on the DONATE button in the top right corner of our website at www.wingspanlife.org.

AN EVENING IN GATSBY STYLE
Each year, the Wingspan Formal Dance gives clients an 
opportunity to dress up, spend time with friends and enjoy an 
evening on the dance floor. This year’s Great Gatsby-themed 
dance, held June 12 at the DoubleTree by Hilton Roseville 
Minneapolis, brought together clients and staff for an evening 
inspired by the style and spirit of the Roaring Twenties. Many 
participants embraced the theme with vintage-inspired outfits, 
while others chose their favorite formal attire. Attendees also 
enjoyed light refreshments, including cookies, bars, fresh fruit, 
and cheese and crackers, throughout the evening. 
 
Congratulations to this year’s royal court: King James from 
Tamberwood House, Queen Mary from Thomas House, Prince 
Todd from York House and Princess Emily from Xerxes House. 

One of the dance’s longstanding traditions is selecting the royal 
court by drawing from the names of everyone in attendance, 
giving each individual an equal opportunity to be crowned. 
Year after year, traditions like the Formal Dance continue to 
create moments that clients, families and staff look forward to 
sharing together.
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Equal Opportunity & Language Assistance
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Save a Stamp!
If you would prefer to receive 
our publications by e-mail, 
please send your e-mail 
address to Liz at 
lirizarry@wingspanlife.org

SPRING CLEANING A SUCCESS AT WINGSPAN
As we celebrate the start of summer, we say goodbye to a spring 
that held plenty to be grateful for. When the snow melts, we set our 
sights on spring cleaning at our 36 group homes, and volunteers 
answered our call to action like never before: Since April alone, 191 
volunteers have given 672 hours of their time to complete 21 yard 
beautification projects; all adding to a record volunteer turnout for 
the 2025-2026 year.

Support came from all corners of our community this spring. 
Corporate teams like CHS Inc, Close Simple, Ecolab, Northmarq, 
Purina, The Line Up and Thrivent, along with clubs like 4-H and 
the St Paul Lions Club, helped transform our outdoor spaces. 
Individuals and families alike also pitched in to weed, trim, mulch, 
or help with a regular mowing schedule. We are so grateful for the 
kindness of these everyday heroes.

As we look ahead, there is still plenty to do this summer, and 
autumn arrives with plenty of its own (leaf) baggage. If you would 
like to join our yard beautification efforts, whether it’s on your 
own, with a friend, a team from your workplace, or you bring 
the whole family, we have opportunities to make a difference. 
Email Marketing and Community Engagement Specialist, Keller 
Karlstrom, at kkarlstrom@wingspanlife.org to coordinate a project!

Helping Hands 
Needed
at 36+ sites

across the metro

Contact Keller 
Karlstrom:

kkarlstrom@wingspanlife.org
701-205-6233

Ask about our Good Neighbor 
sponsorship program! 

Make Your 
Gift of Love!
Scan Here!
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