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Empowering Abilities. Nurturing Spirits. Caring for Life.

POWER OF LOVE 2026 IS JUST WEEKS AWAY
What an amazing call to action we’ve had with an outpouring of support for our gala coming 
up on Wednesday, May 13th. Don’t forget to RSVP with guest names and menu choices 
by May 1st. This year we have six first-time sponsors and many first-time guests who are 
looking forward to a night of fun and inspiration.

Our auction donors have also stepped up with an array of gift cards, wonderful baskets, 
and specialty items including a flatscreen TV, Coach purses, hot air balloon rides, a pizza 
party, theater tickets and much more. Our auction opens online next Thursday, April 30th, 
and registered guests will receive links that day. If you can’t attend but would like to bid 
remotely, be sure to let us know. Our volunteer birdhouse painters have again exceeded 
expectations with extraordinary works of art you won’t want to miss out on. You’ll have 
two weeks to pick out your favorite items to bid on.

Thank you to our Co-Presenting sponsors at the $15,000 level, Digital Mass and Geritom 
Medical, an anonymous family served at the $12,000 Platinum level, and to our $7,500 
Blue Diamond sponsor, UMB Bank. Our Diamond Plus sponsors at $6,000 are John & Jan 
Thames, followed by $5,000 Diamond sponsors: Christensen Group, the Eickhoff Family 
and South Robert Street Business Association. Our $4,000 Tanzanite sponsors are Mark 
& Tracy Mooney and Jeff & Wendy Thames. Our $3,000 Ruby sponsors include Dual 
Citizen Brewing and Mike & Peg Webb. Our $2,500 Sapphire sponsors are the Horberg 
Family, Taree Leach-Junkersfeld & Mark Junkersfeld, St. Paul Lions Club, and William 
and Elizabeth Cook Family Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation.

Our $1,500 Gold sponsors are Ralph & Mary Pat Davini, Marlene Hoppel, “In Loving 
Memory of Bob James,” Angela & Ryan O’Neill, Jeff & Shauna Smart, Bruce & Barb Smith, 
The Standard, USI Insurance Services, the Widdifield family, and Kim & Tyler Wolff. Our 
$1,000 Topaz sponsors include an anonymous family served, Advance Medical Equipment, 
Graystone Consulting, the Landreville Family, Matrix foundation, Star Services, and Tito’s 
Handmade Vodka.

Thank you to our Silver, Social Hour and Bronze level sponsors who are also listed on our 
website. Follow us on Social Media for all of our sponsor shoutouts.



A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST
BOARD MEMBER, VIRGINIA RYAN

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to departing board member Taree 
Leach-Junkersfeld as she passes the torch to her daughter, Virginia 
Ryan. Thank you, Taree, for your insights, thoughtful guidance and 
enthusiastic support of our events.

Virginia has spent more than 14 years working in the retirement plan 
industry and recently celebrated her four-year anniversary with 401k 
Plan Professionals. As a financial advisor, she helps companies and 
employees make the most of their retirement plan benefits. She is 
passionate about increasing financial literacy for people of all ages 
and enjoys bringing clarity to complex financial concepts.

Virginia says, “When I’m not working, you can find me doing a few 
things: Volunteering with my dog, Randy Moss. He’s a skills-based 
therapy dog with Canine Inspired Change and loves everyone he 
meets. I also love concerts and going on road trips with my husband, 
Tom, and three kids, Maeve, Tommy, and Mona.”

Virginia’s uncle John (Taree’s brother) lives at our Somerset group 
home, so she shares Taree’s deep appreciation for Wingspan’s mission.

LOOKING AHEAD: A SEASON OF ENRICHMENT
Earlier this year, we explored creativity and focus through a Circle 
Weaving residency with COMPAS teaching artist Chiaki O’Brien, 
using various colors and types of textiles. Wingspan was recently 
granted a special opportunity to use a SAORI loom for three weeks, 
thanks to the Weavers Guild of Minnesota. We look forward to 
having a beautiful finished community tapestry to display in our 
office. SAORI weaving is an inclusive art form designed for all 
abilities, supporting focus, reducing stress and building a sense 
of connection as people create together. This collaborative project 
invites clients and staff to take part, each adding their own materials 
and personal touch to a shared work that reflects our community. 
 
We have so much more to look forward to this spring and summer. 
In June, clients and staff will visit Silverwood Park for a Textures 
in Nature and Clay class. A Handmade Parade residency with 
COMPAS teaching artist Christopher Lutter-Gardella also starts in 
June and builds toward our Love Leads Carnival and Art Fair on 
July 18. We will also welcome back COMPAS teaching artist Mike 
Arturi for a Drum Circle residency in July. In August, we will be 
visited by the University of Minnesota Raptor Center, where we will 
see some incredible birds, including a bald eagle. In September, we 
will meet COMPAS teaching artist Teresa Cox for her Aluminum 
Embossing residency. These experiences invite curiosity, creativity 
and a sense of shared discovery. Together, they reflect the heart of enrichment at Wingspan, 
creating space for connection, expression and joy. Follow along on Facebook and Instagram to 
see photos and highlights from these experiences as they unfold, with more to come!

Virginia Ryan

Taree
Leach-Junkersfeld



“WALKING THE WALK”: A FAMILY TESTIMONIAL
By: Debe & David Marofsky, parents/guardians; and Laura Abrams, sister/guardian

“For years, our daughter has been in the ‘system.’ We have worked 
with numerous companies who have always talked the talk with 
such enthusiastic salesmanship, and we, therefore, have always 
walked through the doors with what we thought were open eyes and 
well-educated. Once the paperwork was signed, and our daughter 
moved in, we realized that, once again, the talk was done, and there 
was no walking to be had.

 Because our daughter fell apart at the seams in a home we purchased 
for her and staffed with what we thought was an exceptional company, 
she ended up in a crisis home run by Wingspan and landed in the 
home they lovingly call Harmony. For the first time in all the years in 
the system, we saw that people really do keep their word. Our case 
manager worked hard to get our daughter into an ‘exception’ home 
because the typical group home just could not meet her needs. After 
the necessary declinations needed, someone was willing to take 
her. This time, we thought we were smart.  We REALLY did our 
homework. We spoke to parents of existing clients and even spoke 
with a retired licensor who worked with this company and said she 
never had any problems with them, and in fact, would have loved 
all her group homes to be as wonderful. This time we weren’t just 
relying on the group home’s words, but also the people that utilized 
and inspected. This had to be a good placement. In less than six 
weeks, our daughter digressed and became depressed.

Thankfully, Harmony had an open bed and was able to take our daughter back. From day one, 
she started to turn around. The staff is amazing. They are well trained, nurturing and caring. 
In a few weeks, our daughter will be moving to an exception home that will be operated by 
Wingspan. We can hardly wait and actually believe that she is moving into her forever home.

Without doubt, we have found the company that not only talks the talk. They REALLY walk the walk.”

A COLORFUL ADDITION TO THIS YEAR’S GALA
On April 17, clients and staff came together to paint terracotta pots 
that will be featured at our Power of Love Gala on May 13. Inspired by 
this year’s groovy theme, each pot took on its own personality, with 
bright flowers, peace signs, smiley faces and bold patterns reflecting 
the creativity of the individuals who made them. The afternoon offered 
a relaxed space to slow down, connect and enjoy time together as well. 
 
These colorful pieces will be displayed on gala tables to be 
admired, offering guests a glimpse into the creative spirit of our 
Wingspan family. Gala attendees will also have the opportunity to 
view the Wingspan community tapestry, created on a SAORI loom 
generously provided by the Weavers Guild of Minnesota. We look 
forward to sharing these pieces with everyone at this year’s Power 
of Love Gala: Believe in Music, Believe in Love!
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Make Your 
Gift of Love!
Scan Here!

Save a stamp!

If you would prefer to
receive our publications 
by e-mail, please send 
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lirizarry@wingspanlife.org

JOIN US FOR A SUMMER CELEBRATION
Join us for a summer celebration at Wingspan’s Love Leads 
Carnival & Art Fair on Saturday, July 18 from 10 am to 2 pm 
at our Plato campus. The day includes Wingspan’s “Love Leads” 
client parade at 11:30 am, games, activities, sweet treats from MN 
Nice Cream and therapy llamas from Llama Mama MN. Enjoy live 
performances by Pan-Handlers Steel Drum Band and M.T. Pockets 
and Loose Change. Come setup your lawn chairs on Starkey Street 
and cheer on the parade. Peruse the art fair featuring work by 
Wingspan clients and local artists.

Free parking will be available at the Bolander Construction lot on 
Starkey Street. Visitors are encouraged to arrive before 11:30 am 
as the street will be closed from 11:30 to 11:45 am for the parade.

For more information and event updates, visit our event webpage 
and our Facebook event page by scanning the QR codes below. 
Help us plan ahead by marking “Going” on our Facebook event 
page. An event flyer can be downloaded from our webpage. This 
event is made possible thanks to the generous support of UMB 
Bank and others.

HELPING HANDS
ARE NEEDED AT

36+ SITES AROUND
THE METRO!

Contact Keller Karlstrom:
kkarlstrom@wingspanlife.org
701-205-6233

Ask about our Good Neighbor 
sponsorship program! 

W
E
B
S
IT

E
FA

C
E
B
O
O
K


